
 
 

Member Roadshows 2021: Hauora Taiwhenua – the Rural Health Network 

Background 
One of the Rural General Practice Network’s strategic priorities is to ‘Be the trusted and united voice of rural 
health’.  

The Network understands the importance of this priority as the rural health sector is under immense pressure 
from current issues around workforce shortages, funding and logistical challenges. In addition to this we are in 
a period of great opportunity and potential threat as the sector faces the implementation of the Health and 
Disability System review. 

The Network has been in existence now for over 30 years and during this time strived to provide great service 
to its members. Credit is owed to the founding members of the Network, and those who have followed, that 
have placed the Network in a strong position today. The current Board is grappling with the issue of how best 
to position the Network resources to ensure this strength continues in an era of contestable funding and an 
increasing number of health-related voices which dilute our message.  

Over the years we have forged strong working partnerships with four other rural health networks: Rural 
Hospital Network, Rural Nurses New Zealand, Students of Rural Health Aotearoa and Rural Health Alliance 
Aotearoa New Zealand with whom we share a common vision for a: ‘vibrant, healthy, rural community’. We 
see strengths in advocating with a common voice. 

The Network Board, and the boards of our rural health partners, believe the time might be right to provide a 
stronger advocacy voice for rural by coming together in some form. Such a collective would allow a unified 
voice, representative of a larger rural mandate, while also offering operational efficiencies through a shared 
administration system. 

Hauora Taiwhenua – the Rural Health Network 
At our AGM on 7 November 2020, the Network Board discussed a proposal to work with our rural health 
Network partners to establish ‘Hauora Taiwhenua – the Rural Health Network’ which would aim to be the 
trusted and united voice of rural health.  

Such a collective organisation would be designed to allow specific interest groups (e.g. rural general practice, 
rural hospitals, etc.) to meet and identify concerns, and for the strength of the collective to advocate on their 
behalf. It would be open to any other groups seeking membership who share our common vision and would be 
set up to be compliant with and true to the principles of Te Tiriti o Waitangi. 

A key first step involves talking to our members about it and ensuring their feedback is incorporated into both 
advice to the Board and a draft transition plan that would establish ‘Hauora Taiwhenua – the Rural Health 
Network’.  

Member Roadshows 
Throughout January and February, the Management team, supported by local board members where possible, 
will be visiting rural locations throughout the country and hoping to catch up with as many of our members as 
possible through a series of member roadshows. 

Our Member Roadshows are the first step in progressing this proposal and will ensure your thoughts are heard 
and your feedback is incorporated into both advice to the Board and a draft transition plan that would 
establish ‘Hauora Taiwhenua – the Rural Health Network’. 

What happens next? 
Following our member roadshows, the Network board will consider what proposal, if any, they will put 
forward to the next AGM which will be held in conjunction with the National Rural Health Conference to be 
held at Wairakei, Taupō, on 30 April – 1 May 2021. 

 


