Date                                                   




Letterhead or address 

Pandemic Influenza Planning Group

Name of DHB

Dear DHB Pandemic Influenza Planning Group Members

                                                  Re Rural GP Issues

I believe each DHB has the primary responsibility and government funding for all of its own population catchment of the health aspects of Pandemic Influenza Planning.

As a rural GP, and thus more physically separated from the centralised DHB structures, I would like to ensure the processes being developed in your plans include the particular challenges we face rurally.

1. Have you a distribution process for stockpiled materials (eg masks, gloves, gowns, antivirals, etc) to be implemented as soon as any pandemic seems likely from overseas data, not after it becomes established here when normal communication and transport systems may not be operating?

2. How is the allocation of these resources being decided for our area?

3. Is there a contingency to cover increasing these supplies to us if our rural population increases as urban dwellers seek safety in the perceived security of rural isolation?

4. How much Government allocated money for the pandemic is being allocated by you for the rural sector and how do we get access to this?

5. Who is my specific contact person(s), and back ups, at the DHB who is coordinating the operations, communications, logistics and supplies both at the moment and in the event of a pandemic, if this is likely to be different? How do I communicate with them now and during any event?

6. Realising that medical personnel could well be depleted and designated treatment/assessment centres may be required in more populated areas, have any medical replacement cover plans been incorporated in your plans if our area loses its medical staff to illness? 

7. What consideration is being given to increasing the buffer of decentralised rural supplies of essential pharmaceutical products required for influenza and non influenza related conditions prior to the event of supply chain problems? 

I look forward to hearing your replies to these issues. 

Many other issues will no doubt also emerge during the planning process but I/we need to be reassured that the specific rural issues are being addressed even though physical distances preclude us from taking a more active part in ongoing planning processes.

Sincerely,

signed 

